Name

Full Postal Address

City, State, Zip
Dear NAME,
My son / daughter / I had childhood eye cancer, and I would like to share my story to help save other children’s lives and sight.

Every year, 7,000 children die from eye cancer, and 90% who survive have moderate or severe loss of vision that is irreversible.  Eye cancer in babies and children is easily diagnosed and curable, and early diagnosis can save sight, so this toll of suffering is totally unacceptable.

May 8 – 14 2016 is World Retinoblastoma Week, an annual event created by World Eye Cancer Hope to raise awareness of the early “white pupil” sign of childhood eye cancer and build support to improve care for affected families.  World Eye Cancer Hope is a charity raising awareness, building up evidence based medical care and compassionate support for children with eye cancer, survivors and their families.  You can find out more about WE C Hope at www.wechope.org. 

I am motivated to share my story during World Retinoblastoma Week because SHARE A SUMMARY OF YOUR PERSONAL STORY.
Retinoblastoma forms in the retina of babies and young children and can affect one or both eyes.  95% of affected children develop the cancer in the first two years of life.  The most common early sign of retinoblastoma is a white glow in the eye, seen in flash photos when red-eye reduction is not used.  When the baby is very young or the cancer is advanced, this white glow can be seen in dim light with the naked eye.  

Normally when we take a photo with a flash, eyes appear red due to the camera capturing red pigment epithelium.  When retinoblastoma forms, it prevents the flash reaching the retina and light reflects back through the dilated pupil.  Taking photos of children without Red Eye Reduction is vital as RER limits dilation captured in the photo, reducing the camera’s ability to detect the white glow.  Visit www.wechope.org for a detailed explanation of red and white eye reflexes, and PhotoRED technique to check children’s eyes for healthy red-eye reflex.
Media stories truly save lives.  Rowan lives in Florida and was diagnosed with eye cancer because an English Facebook friend of her mother read an article in a national UK paper and raised concerns about Rowan’s photos.  Rowan’s eye was removed and she endured nine months of chemotherapy to protect her life, but she is now healthy and cancer free, thanks to the journalist who wrote that article.
Imagine enduring months of chemotherapy, countless needles, endless nausea, fevers and infections, losing your sight, even having your eye surgically removed. Imagine going through this as a baby, or watching your child go through this. Thousands of children and families are enduring this nightmare right now.
We can prevent that trauma for children in our community by educating people about the “white pupil” early warning sign of retinoblastoma and how to take photos without the Red Eye Reduction facility, to check children’s eyes.
Children with eye cancer need our help today.  We can stand together and say WE C Hope of life and sight for every child.  Please help me tell my story during World Retinoblastoma Week.
Thank you for your support!

Sincerely,

YOUR  SIGNATURE, 
Name

