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What is One Retinoblastoma World?
One Retinoblastoma World 2017 was held in Washington D.C. in October. 
Eye and cancer specialists, researchers, parents and survivors from around 
the world gathered together to pursue the best possible care for all affected 
children. This includes caregiver access to the appropriate knowledge, 
skills, resources and collaborative opportunities to enable high-quality, 
evidence-based care for each child, survivor and family. 

The conference encouraged collaboration and networking while focusing on 
understanding the needs of the child and family. Building a solid foundation 
to support multi-centre global research, will ultimately result in greater 
knowledge and scientific evidence. This will improve survival, vision 
outcomes and psychosocial care for all children, families and survivors.

The programming covered early diagnosis, medical care, family support 
and global collaboration. Important aspects of retinoblastoma care were 
explored through a combination of presentations, open floor discussion and 
small group work.

One Retinoblastoma World was previously hosted in London, Toronto and 
Dublin, and is scheduled for Lyon, France in October 2019. All four meetings 
attracted a broad mix of oncologists, ophthalmologists, nurses, allied health 
professionals, research scientists, parents and survivors. Collaborative 
research, clinical care and family support benefitting the majority of children 
can only be developed through inclusive meetings with a real-world focus. 
On Retinoblastoma World 2017 achieved that with great feedback from 
all participants.

When diagnosed early and treated effectively, retinoblastoma is highly cur-
able. No child should die, or suffer avoidable blindness, from this cancer.

Conference Report

88 Attendees Overall

15 Survivors
23 Parents
3 Survivors & Parents

3 Grandparents
2 Aunts

46 Patients, Survivors, Family Members

Oncologists
Ophthalmologists

Scientists
Genetic Counselors

Ocularists
42 Medical Professionals

Attendees 
Traveled From

6 
Continents

13 US States 
& 

2 Canadian 
Provinces

13 Countries 
(USA, Canada, Brazil, 

Honduras, England, Spain, 
Poland, France, China, 

Ghana, Egypt, India, 
and Australia)

“I am delighted 
to have attended 

with all the [Rb] 
experts who shared 
their experiences. I 
am also touched by 
the survivors and 
families sharing their 
past experience during 
their treatment.”

- Dr. Eric Fu, Hong Kong



Family and Survivor Day

Days Two and Three Livestreamed
The conference was livestreamed to 135 unique registrants in 23 
countries on 6 continents. Participants submitted real-time questions, 
which were incorporated into the panels and Q&As.

The first Retinoblastoma Family and Survivor Day included a bus tour of 
Washington D.C. with history and stops at some of the Capital’s landmarks. 
Pictured above are survivors and their families at the Jefferson Monument. 
This one-of-a-kind event ended with a celebratory reception where families, 
survors, and medical professionals gathered together. Those in attendance 
included current Rb patients as young as 11 months, survivors ranging in age 
from 2 1/2 to 60 years old, their families, and medical professionals.

Pictured Right: Two little ladies from Spain and the USA sit together for just a moment 
before racing off for more fun. International friendships were made among retinoblastoma 
survivors of all ages at Family and Survivor Day.

135 Unique Registrations
8 Rb Survivors

74 Rb Parents

9 Rb Survivors & Parents

7 Rb Grandparents

7 Friends & Family of survivors

30 Medical Professionals
“Watching the conference live stream from 3,000 miles away 

afforded me the ability to hear experts from around the world 
on RB and allowed me to learn more about my sons cancer and 
treatments and options.”

- Parent of a Child with Rb, Livestream Attendee



“Survivor panel was very helpful in shaping 
how I as a parent want to approach raising a 

RB warrior.”
- One Rb World Attendee and Parent of a Child with Rb

“Parents ask the most insightful and 
useful questions for researchers. It is 

very worthwhile to be reminded of parents’ and 
survivors concerns.”

- One Rb World Attendee and Medical Professional

“In totality, all of the sessions were great. This 
was a fantastic learning opportunity.”

- One Rb World Attendee and Rb Survivor

“From the ability to engage with fellow 
survivors, families, parents, children, etc. - to 

those medical professionals who are leading the 
way in making a difference - this conference was a 
tremendous opportunity. It is still impacting my life 
in a positive way.”

- One Rb World Attendee and Rb Survivor

Thank you to the board of WE C Hope USA, the event sponsors, and the attendees of One Retinoblastoma World 2017. In addition, 
we’d like to extend a special thank you to our volunteers Melissa Mills, Lisa Hester, and Len Burns who provided additional support 
for the conference, and to Thomas Reid (Retired Board Member) for his valuable contributions to the conference and the board.

LEFT: Child-Life Programming provided a unique experience for all children in attendance. RIGHT: Patient, parent and medical 
professionals share a laugh at this unique conference featuring survivors, families, scientists and doctors from around the world. 
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